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Surtees Leigh Fishing Contest again a big success 
 

The Surtees Leigh Fishing 
Contest raised $55,000 towards 
the Auckland Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter Service at this year's 
event. The big prize of the day, a 
495 Surtees Workmate powered 
by a 60hp Honda outboard was 
won by Mark Strawbridge from Te 
Atatu, (pictured with Surtees’ Toni 
Palmer and Honda Marine's Eden 
Craig)  
Other major prizewinners were 
Ashley Williams with the heaviest 
snapper (9.95kg), Luis Giacheti 
with the heaviest kingfish 
(15.38kg). In the junior section Oliver Adams won the heaviest snapper (8.56kg) 
and Casey Werner won the Woman's heaviest with a kingfish (9.39kg). 
Great to see the support for this even as Leigh and the local area relies on the 
rescue helicopter with around 20 evacuations each year.  
Special thanks the team of volunteers who make this event happen each year.  

Leigh Mid-Winter Swim at Matheson Bay, June 23, meet at 10.15 am 
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May has continued with above average temperatures which has been great for 
businesses before we really get into the winter months.. 
Our committee continues to work on the best ways to promote our region, 
including directing visitors and locals to our website, which is full of information 
on our region, activities, accommodation and links on what is happening in 
Leigh. We get emails from a variety of people requesting all sorts of things from 
history facts, information on people they knew from early days, opening hours of 
various activities and where to eat. Even a biking group that were heading up 
North wanting to know if we still had a fish and chip shop! We are becoming the 
‘go to place’ for business information in the area. 
We are also planning an event to coincide with the Mahurangi Festival of Lights, 
which is running for the second year during the July School Holidays from 5 to 
21 July. Our event will be based in Leigh 
on Friday 12 July. Ideas so far are 
Christmas lights around Leigh, a 
scavenger hunt for the children and a 
night market. More details to come. 
Please get in touch if you are interested 
in being a part of this. 
New members are welcome at any time, 
whether you are focused on visitors to 
the Leigh region or providing trade and 
other services to locals.  
 

For further information,  

Contact Jan Scott 094226681 or email  
 leighbytheseaNZ@gmail.com  

REEL BLUE SPORTS 
Fishing Tackle 

For all your local fishing needs 
Hooks, Braid            Flurocarbon Leaders 
Game Swivels Hapuka Rigs  
Live Bait Rigs Richter Game Lures 
Innovative Lures, ESCA Hapuka Attractors 
Metal Jigs, Inchiu Jigs, Slow Jigs 
  

Email: stephen@reelbluesports.co.nz 
 

www: reelbluesports.co.nz 
 

Ph 027-777-3-222 
Buy on line and save 
Support local business 

RODNEY AUTO TRIM 
Specialists in  

Auto & Marine Upholstery 

 
 

♦  Marine Hoods, Covers, Squabs 
♦  Truck and Tractor seats 
♦  Car hood linings, seats, carpets 
♦  Motorbike seats  
♦  Balcony Screens, clear and mesh 

 

Alan Hodge 
Ph 09 422 6822   Mob 022 675 1046 

 

12 Penguin Street, Leigh 
Email: rodneyautotrim@gmail.com 

mailto:leighbytheseaNZ@gmail.com
mailto:stephen@reelbluesports.co.nz?subject=Leigh%20Rag
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Leigh Community Club 
After some skilful negotiating with the police on the part of Guy Parkes (on 
behalf of the Leigh Community Club committee) we were one of the few in the 
Auckland area to be able to proceed with the Anzac Service at Leigh Cemetery 
on a beautiful sunny Anzac Day. The service was conducted by our own Lt Cdr 
Sonya Cowen and the address was given by Lt Rod Badger. The Ode was read 
by Guy Parkes and then, with the waves lapping in the background, the bugler, 
Bruce Borthwick, sounded The Last Post providing a moment of reflection for 
everyone there. It was wonderful to see personnel from the Navy, Air Force and 
Army attending in uniform – a visual reminder of all the men and women who 
had served before them. The service was extremely well attended and 
enhanced by singers from Matakantata who asked to attend after the Matakana 
service was cancelled. A large number of people then went on to the Leigh 
Bowling Club where the Leigh School Kapa Haka group provided some fabulous 
entertainment. The sale of poppies raised over $900 for the RSA Poppy Appeal. 
Quite something in such a small community. 
At our monthly meeting on Sunday 5 May, Guy and Helen Parkes gave an 
extremely visual and interesting talk on their trips to view the wildlife of Africa 
including the wild dogs recently featured in the David Attenborough series. The 
videos and photos were stunning. Such talent in our midst! 
Your committee has been hard at work not only organising and running the 
Anzac Service but also continuing their efforts to make Leigh the best it can be. 
A forum is to be held shortly (with the assistance of the council) to give all locals 
a chance to say how they want Leigh to be in the future. It is hoped that this will 
be an opportunity for all facets of the local population to have their say and that it 
will give the committee a framework to work with going forward. Watch out for 
details soon. 
Urban Maintenance Systems (UMS) have taken over the roadside maintenance 
from Downer in Leigh and we have been getting good feed-back. If you see any 
bits that are missed please let the committee know. 
Our next monthly meeting will be on Sunday the 2nd of June at 4pm with all 
welcome.                                                                                            Judi Dooling 

 

Leigh 
Waterblasting  

Services 
 

 

House Washing 
Driveways 

Slippery Steps  
and Pathways etc 

 

Phone Bryn on 0226369801 

Lynn Millett RC  
Animal Homeopath 

 

Natural, Effective, Safe  and Affordable. 

As an Animal Homeopath I specialise in working 
with all animals who suffer from Skin Conditions, 
Allergies, Arthritis, Incontinence, Diabetes and 
Behaviour problems. 
 

Phone: Lynn 021 579 398 or email 
lynn.millett2017@gmail.com 

 

Home visits are available, and clinic room is 
located in Warkworth at  

Warkworth Natural Therapies, 
By appointment only. 

www.wnt.co.nz 

mailto:lynn.millett2017@gmail.com
http://www.wnt.co.nz


Helpful Hints 
My name is Heather Robyn and I am fairly new to Leigh, just arrived 11 
months ago. I’m a retired counsellor/therapist and I have been asked to 
write a few lines of ‘helpful hints’ from my years of experience to share in 
the Rag now and again.  
I have just come from the Leigh ANZAC service and the delicious shared 
lunch that followed at the bowling club. During the service my mind went 
to some of my ex-soldier clients in the UK who served in recent wars. 
Much of the emotional trauma suffered by the soldiers who came home 
was due to their experiences not being known, not being acknowledged. 
The acute experience of abandonment when no one at home wants to 
know what happened ‘over there’ seems to cause a painful feeling in the 
heart that is not easy to manage. 
Psychological stress is hard to explain, which is why a lot of the time 
people suffering post-traumatic stress symptoms keep quiet, or find 

solace in isolating themselves from 
others. 
My hint for the day is if you notice 
someone looking a bit stressed or 
down, see if you can avoid asking 
them what’s wrong, they may not be 
able to answer a direct question. Just 
chat or tell a joke or invite them to join 
you at your table. Inclusion is the best 
healer. However if they start to talk 
about their stress, listening attentively 
can be really helpful. 
Until next time.  

Heather R 

LEIGH PLANTS 
18 Old School Road 

 

Hardy, outdoor grown 

Native and exotic 
 

Reasonable Prices 
Phone 

021 0233 9031  

 
 

ALLEN 
ELECTRICAL 

LIMITED 
 
 

Electrical, Refrigeration and Heat 
Pumps 

(Residential and Commercial) 
 

Call Ray at 021 025 22294 

Email r.allen@xtra.co.nz 

 
PO BOX 35, 
LEIGH 0947 

 

LEIGH  GENERAL  STORE 
OPEN 7  DAYS 

 

 ►  Groceries                                       

 ►  Ice Cream & Drinks  

 ►  Fresh Fruit & Vegetables                  

 ►  Magazines, Postcards & Films                   

 ►  Free Range Eggs                                            

 ►  Hardware & Seeds   

 ►  Bait & Fishing Gear       

 ►  Wine 

 

EFTPOS AVAILABLE 
Phone  09 422 6034 

mailto:r.allen@xtra.co.nz?subject=leighrag


Leigh  Decorators 
   For your Free Quote and/or                                       

Consultation,        

   Phone Gary 

   Home: 09-422-6695 

   Mobile: 021-024-44941 

   Email:    

leighdecorators@outlook.com 

 

Your Local 

  Painter/Decorator 

 with over 25 years experience 

serving  all surrounding areas. 

 Painting  

 Paperhanging          

 Roofs           

 Airless Spraying             

   Stopping             

   Repaints 

   New Homes 

 

DIGITAL PRINT CENTRE 
Chappell Printing Ltd 

 

Laser prints & copies 

Scan from prints 

Large format prints 

Large scanning 

Laminating 

Canvas prints 

Binding 
 

 

Phone 09 425 9394 
 

11a Clegg Place, Warkworth 
 

Email: chaprint@xtra.co.nz 
www.chappellprinting.co.nz 

LEIGH VOLUNTEER 

LIBRARY 
 

148th AGM 
4pm 

Wednesday 
12 June

 

Do you enjoy reading and/or 
   would like to get involved with  

   the Leigh Community? 
 

The Library Committee welcomes 
new members and volunteers.

 

500 
CARDS 

 
 

WEEKLY PRIZES AND RAFFLE $3 
ALL WELCOME - 

EXCEPT CARD SHARKS! 
 

EVERY TUESDAY 1PM 
 

LEIGH BOWLING CLUB 
ALBERT STREET, LEIGH 

TOSSI PLANTING DAY 
Sunday 2 June 

 

Bring your families and 
friends 

All Welcome 
 

at  

Tawharanui Regional Park 
 

Followed by BBQ lunch 

mailto:%20leighdecorators@outlook.com?subject=Leigh%20Rag
mailto:chaprint@xtra.co.nz
http://www.chappellprinting.co.nz


The Knitting Truck  
yarn, needles, patterns, ready 

made knitwear and classes 
We primarily stock N.Z. Yarn and 

locally made products 

Open 10-4  
Wednesday to Sunday 

 

Based at Charlies Gelato 

17 Sharp Rd Matakana 

021-194-5631 

Matheson Bay—historic New Zealand dive spot 
The first recorded dive in New Zealand was a helmet diver in Dunedin Harbour 
recovering the bodies of those lost in the collision of the ships Pride of the Yarra 
and Favourite in 1863.  
Diving moved from commercial to recreational in New Zealand in the early 1950s 
and Matheson Bay was one of those places where divers came. The New 
Zealand Underwater Association notes divers in Matheson Bay as early as 1954. 
Divers using WWII diving gear and others freediving all speared the no doubt 
plentiful fish that were found along the Leigh coast. 
By the 1960s large numbers of divers were spearing and collecting, including 
myself. I can remember about 1961 getting into the water at Matheson Bay and 
seeing several large snapper in the gutter at the water’s edge. At least one didn’t 
survive the encounter. Crayfish were also common in the bay and I collected 
several on one occasion and sold them, much to my father’s disgust. 
Around December 1969, Auckland dive shop Sportways, organised a Treasure 
Hunt at Matheson Bay. One hundred divers turned up on the day and paid the 
registration fee of $1 each. The organisers had planted 2500 discs around the 

bay, some with numbers for prizes. 
Several students from the Leigh 
Laboratory scored well and took away 
the top prizes. 
Since then almost all Auckland trainee 
divers do a dive or two at Matheson Bay. 
In the 1980s and 1990s dozens of dive 
shops brought trainees up. Today their 
numbers have dropped but the bay is still 
a popular dive destination although fish 
numbers and visibility have diminished. 
Matheson Bay played a part in the history 
of local diving and it’s great to see this 
continue.                              

Tony Enderby 

Shadze of Lace 

Sizes 10-22 
Locally designed and made 

Clothing. 
Dressmaking/Alterations/

repairs 

15 Elizabeth St,  
Warkworth 

Ph 09 425 0515 
WWW.shadze.co.nz 

http://www.shadze.co.nz/


As well as our successful landscape construction and mini digger services, we are now offering a 
Greenscape division offering: 
 

Hedge and tree trimming Garden maintenance and installation  
Planting services Revegetation and wetland installation  
Lawn installation Lifestyle block maintenance 
Section clearing and waste removal 

 
 

Rochford Landscapes & Mini Diggers 
 

Leigh Local 
Covering all aspects of Landscape Construction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

0508 2 SCAPE  021 939 117 
rochford.landscaping@gmail.com 

Forest and Bird COMMUNITY COAST CARE GROUP, Leigh 
 

Our planting on Saturday was just ahead 
of the first winter rain. With a good 
community turn out to the paradise 
planting site at the cemetery end of 
Kowhai Terrace, we worked away in the 
sun, above that incredible view down to 
the harbour, and by the end the morning 
had most plants in the ground. 
Then it was time for morning tea, and a sit 
to admire our work! If you don't know this 
site, take a walk along to it. With the 
support of the Leigh Community Club it 
has a seat facing out to the head of the 
harbour, and now all we need is some 
good rain to bed the plants in. 
Thanks to Auckland Council for their 
support by supplying plants, to those site 
neighbours who have helped with the 
planning and execution of the project, and 
to all the enthusiastic planters who came 
on the day. We have further work to do, 
but the first stage is completed. 
Our next Coast Care Group working bee 
will be Thursday, 23 May, at the bottom of 
Wonderview Rd for two hours from 9 a.m. 
Come along and join other Leighites who 
are tending our public coastal land. We'd 
love to see you. 

Neil Sutherland. 

COASTAL 

PAINTERS 
 

Interior/Exterior 
 

Leigh & Surrounding Areas 
 

Call David 021 156 3461 
 

David@coastalpainters.nz 

mailto:rochford.landscaping@gmail.com
mailto:david@coastalpaiinters.nz


Forest & Bird Warkworth Area 
Little Blue Penguin /Kororā Project 

 
 

When I joined Forest & Bird Warkworth’s committee I was asked to organise the 
placement of penguin nesting boxes that members were building. Penguins are 
one of my favourites birds, often seen when out on our boat or when they come 
ashore at night on our local beaches, so I was very keen to help.  
A small group of people with an interest in protecting local wildlife, met up to 
discuss what was needed to protect little blue penguins. Our group was made up 
of Sue Cook - Ti Point resident, Karen Baird - seabird expert, Karen Tricklebank 
marine scientist and myself, author/photographer specialising in natural history. 
Organising predator controls was necessary to help penguins and we decided to 
concentrate on the area from Ti Point Wharf to Goat Island.  
Leigh resident Neil Sutherland joined us and got funding from the Leigh 
Community Club to purchase rat traps. Arthur Gundy built wooden tunnels for 
the traps and there are now 14 rat traps around the coastline from Wonderview 
Road to Penguin Street which are catching rats and weasels. We hope to extend 

this to include Leigh Harbour. 
Tony Enderby stepped in as our Health 
and Safety person and numerous other 
locals have offered to help our project. 
Rodney Local Board provided traps to 
catch rats, stoats and weasels at Ti Point. 
Possum traps will be added and we have 
high hopes of increasing penguin  
numbers and other bird life in the area.  
If you’d like to help in any way, we would 
love to hear from you.  
Email leighpenguins@gmail.com  

Jenny Enderby 
PS It’s great to see our local penguins are 
getting more support from Leigh School with 
additional penguin boxes. 

mailto:leighpenguins@gmail.com


LEIGH VOLUNTEER LIBRARY 
 
 

Situated in The Cottage opp General Store 
 

OPEN: 

Tuesday 2pm-6pm       Wednesday 2pm-4pm   

Thursday 11am-1pm    Saturday 9.30am-1pm 
 

Kia Ora; New books this month for the lovely Leigh Library are as follows: 
Fiction: 55 - James Delargy, The Narrow Land - Christine Dwyer Hickey,  
Lost Roses - Martha Hall Kelly, Save Me From Dangerous Men – S A Lelchuk, 
The Parisian – Isabella Hammad, When It All Went To Custard – Danielle 
Hawkins, Machines Like Me – Ian McEwan, The Only Woman In The Room – 
Marie Benedict , The Strawberry Thief – Joanne Harris, All This By Chance – 
Vincent ’Sullivan 
Non-Fiction: Rosie – Rose Tremain, Running Free – Robin Knox-Johnston 
Dare To Lead – Brene Brown, A Forager’s Treasury – Johanna Knox 
Hillary’s Antarctica – Nigel Watson 
Ripe Recipes: A Third Helping – Angela 
Redfern, The Meaning Of Trees – Robert 
Vennell, Maori Made Easy, Maori Made 
Easy 2, Maori At Home – Scotty Morrison 
Children: Diary Of An Awesome 
Friendly Kid – Jeff Kinney, I Am So 
Clever – Mario Ramos, Nits – Stephanie 
Blake 
Something for just about everyone … 
Last months Leigh Library book club was 
fun and we will be doing it again on the 
last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at the 
library for members.  Look forward to 
seeing you there.       

Tracey Lawton 

The Insurance Lady 
Sue Cole IBANZ, PIB 
 

Insurance Broker, Financial Adviser 28045 
 

027 422 7668  A/H 09 422 7668 
sue@dhabrokers.co.nz 
 

30 Years Insurance Industry 
Experienced in Domestic & Commercial, Fire and General 
Insurance. 
 

Please email or phone for a quote. 
 

 *NB: Using a broker does not cost you money 

*Member Broker of PSC Connect Steadfast Group 

 

SECTION SERVICES 
 

TREES: 
pruned, reduced,  

Removed 
 

HEDGES: 
trimmed, reduced 

 
Phone Dom 027 222 1223 

 

dguzzo2000@yahoo.com 

mailto:sue@dhabrokers.co.nz?subject=From%20Leigh%20Rag
mailto:dguzzo2000@yahoo.com


 

BUILDING PLANS & CONSENTS 
 

 

Geoff Alexander (NDAT) 

LBP # 123496 
Ph. 09 422 6624 
Mob. 0272 260 161 
alex.g.h@xtra.co.nz 
 
 

Design & Draughting Services 
 

Resource Consents       New Builds 
Building Consents         Alterations 
Concept Design              Additions 

 

In the heart of Leigh Village 
Five stylish self-contained motel units  

and five boatshed cabins 
all with a retro beach vibe  

Boutique Motorhome/Caravan Park 
Function and Events Venue 

www.leighcentral.co.nz 
Phone: 09 422 6070 

Mobile: 021 246 0757 

FOR ALL  EMERGENCIES  

 

DIAL 111 
Fire - Ambulance - 

Police 
 

Don’t waste valuable time trying 
to find local numbers to call if 

you need fire, ambulance, police 
or assistance. 

 

Call 111 and ask for the 

appropriate service. 

Pakiri Community 
Landcare Group 

 

will be holding its AGM meeting 
 

10.30am Sunday 26th May 2019 
 

at the Pakiri Sports club 
(opposite the Pakiri campground) 

 

New members very welcome 
 

contact Frankie Hofland 
021688997 

Charity begins at home 
 

With the new tax year, please 
consider supporting local services 
and charities within our community 
by making weekly/monthly/yearly 
donations. It makes a huge 
difference and is often tax deductible. 
One indispensable service is 
provided by our own Leigh Volunteer 
First Response team (contact Tony 
at Fire Brigade for bank details). For 
more community service providers, 
please check out the back page of 
Leigh Rag.                     Kaye Mueller 

Leigh Community Hall 
 

Our AGM was held on Monday, 13
 

June and we welcome Tracey Paton as 
a new committee member.   
The committee are very pleased with 
the progress in re-invigorating interest 
in the hall and are delighted that more 
use is being made of it.  Thanks to all 
those who have worked on this. Our 
next working bee is to be held on 15 
June, 9.00am. We would love to have 
some volunteers come along and help. 
Phone Lynn Mellsopp on 027 286 8625 
for all booking and fee enquiries 

mailto:alex.g.h@xtra.co.nz?subject=Leigh%20Rag
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A great turnout of 26 people made short work of the 500 plants to be put in at 
the first Matheson Bay planting day. These are to increase the native bush 
area on the reserve where there are swamp conditions. The day was 
overseen by ‘Treescape’ who provided a fantastic lunch for all the workers. It 
is great to see the community coming together to enhance and protect this 
reserve and so much work has been done both on the track and now in ‘the 
paddock’. 
Winter must be approaching as the pontoon has gone, much to the seagulls’ 
consternation, but the water is still 
around 19 deg and still pleasant (or so 
I’m told).  With duck shooting season, a 
few more birds have turned up to enjoy 
the stream and the local feijoas. The 
odd day of rain have filled the tanks, but 
the ground is still cracked so it will need 
a few more downpours to soak up.  
Some important dates to diary: 
Matheson Bay Neighbourhood 
Association AGM Sunday, 2 June at 
Leigh Hall 
Mid-Winter Dinner Saturday, 20 July. 
More details later. 

Louise van Campfort 

QUIZ NIGHTS 1st Monday of the 

month $5 per person 
Next Quiz is Monday  June 3rd  

POKER NIGHTS 2nd and 4th Mondays of 

the month $10 buy in. 
 

 

Book tables at Leigh Bar 
Numbers are limited 

 

Meals available   
 

 Monday 4-8.30pm  
 

Tuesday Burger Night  4-8.30pm $10  
  

Wednesday Steak Night  4-8.30pm  $15 
 

Thursday Closed 
 

$5 special Friday 4-7pm—Open to late 
 

Saturday and Sunday 12 to late 
 

21 Hauraki Road, Leigh  
or call Richard on 021 0419 242 

 

 

       RODNEY  
       SEPTIC 

TANK CLEANING 
                   

PETER CAIRNS  

 

Telephone:  09 422 7166 

 

Mobile: 0274 946 370 



Leigh School 
Nominations are invited for the election of five parent 
representatives to the Leigh School Board of Trustees. A nomination 
form and a notice calling for nominations will be posted to all eligible 
voters. You can nominate another person to stand as a candidate, 
or you can nominate yourself. Both parts of the form must be 
signed. Additional nomination forms can be obtained from the Leigh 

School office. Nominations close at noon on 24 May, 2019 and may be accompanied by a 
signed candidate statement and photograph. 
The voting roll is open for inspection at the school and can be viewed during normal school 
hours. There will also be a list of candidates’ names, as they come to hand, for inspection at 
the school. Voting closes at noon on 7 June, 2019. Any queries, please contact the Returning 
Officer, Fay Bradnam. 
On a slightly different and very exciting note, Te Moana finally got to place the penguin boxes 
that they painted last year. This was organised by Professor Andrew Jeffs from the University 
of Auckland as part of a project aimed at boosting little blue penguin or kororā populations in 
the Hauraki Gulf. It was a beautiful day and the class took a walk to Penguin Street (of 
course!) and placed 12 boxes along the rocky coast with the guidance of Kerry Lukies, a 
Masters student from University of Auckland. 
Hockey season has started! Leigh School has a junior team and a senior team this year. We 
are very grateful to the Leigh Tennis Club for giving us the opportunity to practice on the 
tennis courts, which provides a perfect surface for hockey training. Both teams are working 
hard and improving with each Saturday morning game. Keep up the hard work! 
Once again, the school is collecting Yummy Apple stickers. Collect the Yummy cut-out labels 
on bags of apples and from individual Yummy apples. You can find Yummy Apples at New 
World, Pac n Save and participating Four Square stores. The more stickers we collect the 
more sports gear we receive. You can drop your stickers off at the school office. 

Kate Shears 

 

GARDEN BAGS 
 

(hold approx. 1 cu.m) 
FOR ALL GREEN WASTE 

 

DROP OFF – PICK UP 

From $20 each 
 

Phone FRICK 
 

021 123 0997 
or 09 422 6223 





We also offer the following: 

 

♦ Water Filters 

♦ Pool Valet Service 

♦ Water Testing 

♦ Water Treatment 

♦ Spray Equipment 

♦ Mobile & Workshop 

   Services 

31 Woodcocks Road, Warkworth   ♦    Phone 09 425 9100 
E: splashwater@xtra.co.nz 

Whangateau Hall 
 

12 June: Wilde Taylor in Concert. Country rock and folk duo. 
$10, 7:30pm. 
17 June: Monthly market. 9am-noon. Buy, sell, swap, or just 
hang out for a cuppa. 
24 June: Folk Club Night guest performer Ra Gossage.  
$10, 7:00pm. 
28-30 June: Ngā Uri o te Tai art exhibition by local artist Arapeta 
Ashton. 
 

More information about all these events and more can be found 
at www.whangateau.co.nz or  

www.facebook.com/whangateauhall/ 
 

Want to get involved? 
Whangateau Harbourcare Group 
meets the first Tuesday of the 
month.  
Whangateau Residents and 
Ratepayers group meets the 
second Tuesday of the month.  
The Whangateau Hall and 
Reserve Committee meets the first 
Tuesday of every third month  
 

Jenine Abarbanel 

mailto:splashwater@xtra.co.nz?subject=Leigh%20Rag
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LEIGH COMMUNITY MID-WINTER SWIM 
 

SUNDAY 23 June  
Meet at 

Matheson Bay at 
10.15 am  

Swimmers and 
supporters welcome 

GOOD SORTS 
This month our GOOD SORTS are Jo and Alby from Albert 
Street who were first on the scene for their neighbours when 
their kitchen caught fire. A very grateful Julie and Kerry wrote 

the following: “If it wasn’t for them our whole house would have burnt 
down. We cannot thank them enough for their quick actions and their 
ongoing support.” Amazing work Jo and Alby and the Leigh Community 
Church was delighted to bake for you.  

NOMINATE A LOCAL GOOD SORT 
Our Good Sorts column has run for a number 
of years, sponsored by Leigh Community 
Church. Many fantastic locals have been the 
Good Sort of the month over the years but 
there are others out there who also deserve 
the award. 
If you know someone like this who has not yet 
been nominated, please write in a few words 
their good deed or thoughtfulness, including 
their name, address and phone number and 
drop it into the Leigh General Store in an 
envelope marked “Good Sort” or email the 
Editor at LeighRagNZ@gmail.com. 

The person considered most deserving 
will receive home baking courtesy of Leigh 

Community Church. 

mailto:leighragnz@gmail.com


Creative solutions 
  

Health & Safety in the workplace 
 

Advice, Site Specific Plans, Policies & Procedures  

prepared for 

Tradesmen, Businesses, Farms, 
Companies or sole traders. 

 

Free no obligation quote, give me a call 
to discuss your needs 

 

Wendy Stephens 

PO Box 195 Leigh 
027 284 9300 or 09 422 6260 

MOWING  Sections, Large 

Lawns & Lifestyle  Blocks 
 

TRACTOR 

WORK 
Post Thumping 
Spraying etc  
 

 CRANE TRUCK Rubbish removal 

 General Lifting up to 2 tonne 
 

Ph FRICK 0211230997 or 
09 4226 223 

 
 

 
 

 
The beginning of April was again quiet then suddenly it all changed and it 
became a busy month with 12 callouts. These were motor vehicle crashes at 
Big Omaha (2), vegetation fire at Pakiri, structure fire at Snells Beach and 
medical calls to Leigh (5), Big Omaha, Upper Whangateau and Whangateau. 

By now everyone should have checked their smoke detectors and made sure 
they are working. These little gadgets have saved so many lives in house 
fires and hopefully every house in Leigh has at least one. 

One safety tip for winter – if you have an open fire or a firebox, remember 
those ashes can still be hot a day after you've had a fire. Make sure you put 
them into a metal bucket and take them outside. Do not tip them into rubbish 
bag or bin or place them into a plastic bucket. 

Leigh has a record eight climbers in the annual Skytower Challenge where 
contestants race up more than 1000 stairs in full firefighting kit. Check next 
month's Leigh Rag for the results. 

Carmel Simmonds has successfully 
completed her Qualified Firefighter 
course and will be sharing new skills 
learned at training over the next few 
weeks. 

With cooler, wetter nights training will 
be a bit more varied but our team will 
keep working on skills. If you think you 
may be interested in becoming a 
firefighter, come along at 7pm on a 
Tuesday night and see what we do and 
whether you could be a part of it. 
 

                                         Tony Enderby 

ADVERTISEMENT 
RATES 

Deadline 10th of 

month 

 
Standard size adverts 
$20 each or $80 for 11 issues 

(Larger ads priced as required) 
 

Email leighragnz@gmail.com 
 
 

or phone Tony on 09 422 6127 

or 021 167 1524 

mailto:leighragnz@gmail.com




PEST FREE LEIGH 

Possums 
Over recent years we haven’t seen many possums around the Leigh area yet 
now we are seeing quite a few! Several dead and live possums were seen on 
Goat Island Road, possums heard in a bush area at Matheson Bay and even 
one on the road near the general store. 
Possums were first introduced from Australia to establish a fur trade and are now 
widespread across New Zealand, living mainly in forest areas. 
Possums impact on many of our native birds and plants. As well as eating 
leaves, they eat flowers, fruit, berries and buds. They not only compete with 
native birds and reptiles for food, they also impact on the growth of trees or 
plants by eating new leaves and flowers. Possums have been filmed eating the 
chicks and eggs of birds. Their diet varies and they will also eat weta and land 
snails. So, there is a lot of native fauna and flora affected by the 30 or so million 
possums that live in New Zealand. 
There are several types of traps for possums and different baits to try including, 
apples with cinnamon, citrus fruit (peel only) and peanut butter. 
To find out about what traps to use visit www.predatorfreenz.org  

 

Leigh Church Services 
 

All denominations and visitors are most welcome to join with us each  
Sunday at 11 am 

 

There is also a prayer meeting every Sunday at 10.30 am. 

 
Church Hall bookings please  

Phone (09) 425 8054  

All welcome 

mailto:warkworth@flightcentre.co.nz?subject=Leigh%20Rag
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Helpful Contacts 
 

For all emergencies dial 111 and ask for police, ambulance or fire 
Auckland Council 09 301 0101 toll free  

Auckland Transport: public transport enquiries 0800 103 080 

Healthline 0800 611 116 for 24-hour medical services 

Lifeline Helpline Call 0800 543 354  

Northlink Health enquiries for Home Help Ph 0800 425 999 

North Shore Hospital Emergency Care 0800 809 342 

Orca Hotline Call 0800 733 6722 to report orca sightings. 

Police Non Emergency Dial 105 theft, vandalism, shoplifting, lost property, 
stolen car, drugs etc.or 0800 105 105 
Warkworth Police Station 09 425 8109 8am-4pm Mon - Fri 

Shorecare Accident & Medical: 24/7, Sovereign House, Smales Farm  

Takapuna National Poison Centre: 24 hrs advice 0800 764 766 

 

LEIGH MOTORS 2017 LIMITED 
 

 WOF BATTERIES 
 SERVICING GAS BOTTLE SWAP 
 REPAIRS TYRES 
 FUEL 24 Hour-Self Service BAIT & ICE 
  

Come and chat to our friendly team for all your 
mechanical requirements 

 

Ph: 09 422 6077 
 

EMAIL—leighmotors2017@gmail.com 

SUPAkidz-teaching children the values we live by  
Supakidz (Scripture Union Primary Adventures) is a club the Leigh 
church runs at the Leigh School House of Learning. It is an opportunity 
for children to have fun and explore the christian values that underpin our 
society and it is linked to the NZ school Health Curriculum.  

The value for this term is Excellence We will be looking at the life of the 
Paul and how he learned what is excellent and good.  
We will give the children opportunities to explore Excellence within the 
context of games Bible stories discussion and activities. We will 
encourage them to use the skills they learn in the wider school setting 
and in their homes.  
The programme begins on Tuesday 21st May at 3pm to Tuesday the 
23rd June at the House of Learning. We welcome children to any and 

every session but they do need parents permission to attend. For more 

mailto:leighmotors2017@gmail.com?subject=Contact%20from%20Leigh%20Rag


Community Directory 
Forest & Bird Community Coast Care Group – a community initiative to restore Leigh’s 
reserves and bush areas, monthly weeding, planting bees Neil Sutherland 09 422 6001 
Graffiti Coordinator – Lionel Anderson 021 795 306 call or txt with location of graffiti 
Leigh Badminton Club – anyone interested in re-starting this club please call Dennis 
Humphrey 09 422 6625 
Leigh Bowling Club - to foster fellowship and the game of bowls. New members 
welcome. President Biscuit McLean 027 590 4829 or sec. Glen Walker 09 422 6486 
Leigh Business Community - meets 3rd Wednesday of month Jan Scott 09 422 6681 
www.leighbythesea.co.nz or email LeighbytheseaNZ@gmail.com 
Leigh Cards 500 - 1pm - 3.30pm Tuesday, Leigh Bowling Club, all welcome, $3.00  
Leigh Cemetery Trust -Secretary Joyce McCormick 09 422 6893 
Leigh Community Club - meets 4pm,1st Sunday of month at Leigh Bowling Club. 
Organises Anzac Day Service and Community Matters. New members welcome. 
President Lucy Harris 021 202 8932 
Leigh Community Preschool - 09 422 6516 www.leighpreschool.co.nz 
Leigh Girl Guides, Brownies & Pippins - Fay Bradnam 021 0279 0161 
Leigh Hall - Bookings / enquiries phone Lynn Mellsopp 027 2868 625 or email 
leighhallauckland@gmail.com 
Leigh Harbour Valley Society - 09 422 6880  
Leigh Historic Group currently being formed email  historyleighnz@gmail.com  
Leigh Library – ‘The Cottage’ opposite Leigh General Store. Librarian Tracey Lawton 
021 825 818 / 09 422 6944 Library Hours as follows: 

Open Sat: 9.30-1pm; Tues: 2pm-6pm; Wed: 2pm-4pm; Thurs: 11am-1pm 
Leigh School – 09 422 6031 www.leigh.school.nz 
Leigh Tennis Club – enquiries at Leigh Eats or Marie Dominique 021 490 039 
Leigh Walking Group - meets Mondays at 9.30am for interesting walks throughout the 
Rodney, Kaipara and Auckland regions. Hugh McKergow 09 422 6219 
Leigh Women’s Bowling Club - meet Tues, Oct-April, for friendly bowls. New members 
very welcome. Olive Gravatt 09 422 6273 or Wendy Brooks 09 422 7963 
Matheson Bay Neighbourhood Assn - Secretary Peter Spence 021 404 529 or 
mathesonbayassn@gmail.com 
Pakiri Community Landcare Group - Frankie 021 688 997 or nick@nickmolloy.co.nz 
Pakiri Tennis Club Contact Linda Taylor (Secretary) on 021 242 7459 
Plunket meet 1st Monday of month Leigh Church Hall Contact Adele 0272901915 
Rodney Rams Secretary Amy Weller 021 138 1407 rodneyrams@outlook.com 
Tawharanui Open Sanctuary Society Inc. (TOSSI) - www.tossi.org.nz Secretary 
Karyn Hoksbergen 09 585 1315 email secretary@tossi.org.nz  
Whangateau Acoustic Music & Social Club - www.whangateau.co.nz 
Whangateau Neighbourhood Support – Sharyn Carew  sharyncarew@vodafone.co.nz 
Whangateau Residents & Ratepayers Assn meets 7.30pm, 2nd Tuesday of month 
at Whangateau Hall. Audrey Sharp 09 422 6209 or Hugh McKergow 09 422 6219 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE & CELEBRANTS 
JP - Fay Bradnam 09 422 6038 
JP & Wedding Celebrant - Dr John Peebles 021 974 247 
JP & Funeral Celebrant - Barrie Mason 021 683 747 
Celebrant Annie Mellor  www.fabulousweddingnz.com  Ph 027 9297767 
FACEBOOK 
Love Leigh - www.facebook.com/groups/LoveLeigh/ 
Leigh by the Sea - www.facebook.com/pages/Leighbythesea/251994924849626 
Leigh Historical Photographs NZ - www.facebook.com/groups/739949979454558 
TOSSI www.facebook.com/tossi.nz/ 

 

If your club or group does not appear, please advise the editor. 
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